
May 27, 2022

Dear CTSD Families:

Thank you for attending our recent Parent Night. In our ongoing effort to maintain information with our
community, this communication provides information to you about changes to the New Jersey Student
Learning Standards.  Our school curriculum will be updated this summer to reflect these changes.

The NJ Department of Education has recently made changes to the following content areas:

● Social Studies
● Comprehensive Health and Physical Education
● Computer Science & Design Thinking
● Career Readiness, Life Literacies & Key Skills
● World Language
● Science
● Visual & Performing Art

You can read the standards documents by clicking the link below and then selecting the area:
● NJDOE NJ Student Learning Standards

The New Jersey Student Learning Standards are the backbone of school curriculum across the state. The
“standards” refers to the concepts and skills students need to learn as required by statute.  Curriculum is what
teachers teach in the classroom and refers not to the requirements of what to teach, but rather the district’s
decisions on how to teach the material and which resources we use.  NJ public schools are required to update
their curriculum to meet the new standards. Our curriculum reflects our community’s needs, values and based
on empirical data sources, and district trends.

The recent Parent Night focused on the changes in the Health and Physical Education standards, which
include sexual health and personal safety. Parents have the right to opt their child out of the sexual health
and/or personal safety units if the content is in conflict with parent’s/guardian’s conscience, moral, or religious
beliefs. We recently sent home our “opt out” letters, which also contained an outline of the health units covered.
Should you need a copy, please reach out to your building principal.

As we discussed in our Parent Night presentation, our goal is to teach to the intent of the standards, or the
Core Ideas. There have been several examples and sample lessons offered by others in the news and on
social media, however, our district is opting not to use these resources. As we finalize our curriculum, it will be
approved by our Board of Education, and posted on our website. Our health lessons will be factual and
accurate, as well as age and developmentally appropriate. These lessons can open the doorway to
conversations at home that reflect the beliefs of each individual family.

SIncerely,

Joanne Hinkle, Director of Special Projects
Jennifer Paccione, Supervisor of Instruction, Data and Assessment

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/

